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“In less than twenty years...Literary Folkloristics and the Personal Narrative has
become a classic in folklore and narrative studies.... Dolby’s pioneering work
has won international acclaim with its theoretical discussion of literary
folkloristics, its detailed definition and analysis of the personal narrative as an
oral literary genre, its methodology of interpreting personal narrative texts, and
its analysis of actual texts.” —WOLFGANG MIEDER, University of Vermont

“The reprint of Sandra Dolby’s influential work Literary Folkloristics and the
Personal Narrative is a most welcome event for folklore studies. With a handful of
other brave scholars, Dolby reminded folklorists that narrative is often local and
embedded in life worlds. Dolby’s work emphasizes that—in many ways—the
personal is traditional.” —GARY ALAN FINE, Northwestern University

N LITERARY FOLKLORISTICS AND THE PERSONAL NARRATIVE, Sandra Dolby draws

upon theories of folkloristic performance, deconstructive criticism, and reader

response theory to examine personal narrative texts created in familiar and
intimate contexts of the family kitchen and hometown pub. Parsing each text
into aurally or linguistically meaningful units, Dolby examines the details of the
narratives as they inform a high-context reading of the content and allusions
within each story. Rich understandings of each story emerge as personal and
analytical perceptions build the structure and content of a listener’s text. That
text grows in texture and meaning as the listener brings into play all connections
and allusions shared with the teller. The task of the book is to describe how that
cumulative listener’s text grows.

Sandra Dolby earned a PhD in Folklore from Indiana University, with minors in
English and Comparative Literature. Her research in Australia, Norway, and the
United States investigated topics ranging from folktales, legends, and personal
narratives to folksongs, quilts, and most recently self-help books, children’s
folklore videos, and the connections between folklore and education. She
currently serves as Director of Indiana University’s Folklore Institute in the
Department of Folklore and Ethnomusicology.
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